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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having at l e ast 
one-a plurality of video content transmitting serve^ servers and being capable of 
transmitting requested video contents in response to a request from any of video 
content play terminals connected via a network to said at le ast on e plurality of video 
content transmitting sorv e r servers , said video content transmitting system 
comprising: 

means for storing information of a network protocol capable of video content 
transmission between the video content play terminal and the video content 
transmitting sefvef fserver, said network protocol information storing means including 
a table of protocols for facilitating communication for each combination of said video 
content transmitting server and said video content olav terminal, and 

means for d e t e rmin i ng selecting a video content transmitting server from the 
plurality of video content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination of 
the protocols of the table in respect of the video content plav terminal issuing the 
request to thereby determine the video content transmitting server capable of 
transmitting said reouested video contents to a r ele vant v i d e o content p l av the video 
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content play terminal requesting said video content transmission , i n accordance with 
th o n e twork protoco l informat i on stor e d i n said i nformat i on stor i ng m e ans, 

wh e r ei n said n e twork protoco l i nformat i on stor i ng m e ans i nclud e s a tab le 
storing a nam e of e ach network protoco l capab le of v i d e o cont e nt transm i ssion 
b e tw ee n e ach t e rm i na l and each v i d e o cont e nt transmitting s e rv e r . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

said network includes at least a first network and a second network, in one 
transmission mode, the first network is used when a video content transmission 
request is transmitted to the video content transmitting system from the video 
content play terminal and the second network is used when the video contents are 
transmitted from the video content transmitting server to the video content play 
terminal in response to said video content transmission request; and 
said video content transmitting system further comprises: 
means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 
that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 
address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 
via the second network; and 
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means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 
contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 
content play terminal on the first and second networks. 

4. (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having at le ast 
ene -a plurality of v ideo content transmitting s e rv e r servers and being capable of 
transmitting requested video contents in response to a request from any of a video 
content play terminals connected via a network to said a t l e ast on e plurality of video 
content transmitting sefve fservers , said video content transmitting system 
comprising: 

means for storing information of a network protocol capable of video content 
transmission between the video content play terminal and the video transmitting 
server, said network protocol information storing means including a table of protocols 
for facilitating communication for each combination of server and terminal, and 

means for selecting video content transmitting terminals from the plurality of 
video content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination to the protocols 
of the table in respect of the reouest issuing terminal; 

means for managing information of a total available bandwidth for video 
content transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal 
and each video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in 
use for the video content transm i ss i on: transmission, said managing means including 
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a table storing information indicative of a correlation between each networ k route, 
the total available bandwidth, and the bandwidth now in use; 

bandwidth calculating means for calculating a bandwidth of the network route 
to be used for transmission of requested video contents; and 

transmission processing means for determining the video content transmitting 
server capable of transmitting the requested video contents to the requested video 
content play terminal among the plurality of video content transmitting servers , in 
accordance with the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use in the table 
and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video content transmissio n determined 
bv said bandwidth calculating means. 

wh e r ei n sa i d bandw i dth i nformat i on manag i ng m e ans i nc l ud e s a tab le stor i ng 
i nformat i on ind i cat i v e of a r el at i on b e tw ee n e ach n e twork rout o , the total ava il ab le 
bandw i dth and th e bandwidth now i n us e . 

5. (canceled) 

6. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 4, wherein: 

the network includes at least a first network and a second network, in one 
transmission mode, the first network is used when a video content transmission 
request is transmitted to the video content transmitting system from the video 
content play terminal and the second network is used when the video contents are 
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transmitted from the video content transmitting server to the video content play 
terminal in response to said video content transmission request; and 
said video content transmitting system further comprises: 
means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 
that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 
address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 
via the second network; and 

means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 
contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 
content play terminal on a first terminal on the first and second networks. 

7. (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having at le ast 
one- a plurality of video content transmitting serve^ servers and being capable of 
transmitting requested video contents in response to a request from any of a video 
content play terminals connected via a network to said at l e ast on e plurality of video 
content transmitting sefve fservers , said video content transmitting system 
comprising: 

means for storing information of a network protocol usable for video content 
transmission between the video content play terminal and the video content 
transmitting terminal , said network protocol information storing means including a 
table of protocols for facilitating communication for each combination of video 
content transmitting server and video content plav terminal : 
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means for managing information of a total available bandwidth for video 
content transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal 
and each video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in 
use for the video content transmission; 

bandwidth calculating means for calculating a bandwidth of the network route 
to be used for transmission of requested video contents; and 

transmission processing means for d e term i ning selectin g a video content 
transmitting terminal from the plurality of video content transmittin g servers based on 
a protocol determination to the protocols of the table in respect of the reoues t issuing 
terminal to thereby determine the video content transmitting server capable of 
transmitting the requested video contents to the requested video content play 
terminal, in accordance with the stored network protocol information and/or in 
accordance with the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use and the 
calculated bandwidth necessary for video content transmission 

wh e r ei n said n e twork protoco l informat i on storing m e ans i no l udos a tabl e 
stor i ng a nam e of e ach network protoco l capab le of v i deo contont transmission 
b o tw oo n each t e rmina l and each v i doo content transm i tt i ng s e rver . 

8. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 7, wherein: 

the network includes at least a first network and a second network having a 
transmission bandwidth larger than a transmission bandwidth of the first network, the 
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first network is used when a video content transmission request is transmitted to the 
video content transmitting system from the video content play terminal and the 
second network is used when the video contents are transmitted from the video 
content transmitting server to the video content play terminal in response to the 
video content transmission request; and 

said video content transmitting system further comprises: 
means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 
that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 
address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 
via the second network; and 

means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 
contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 
contents play terminal on the first and second networks. 

9. (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a video 
content transmitting system having at le ast on e a plurality of video content 
transmitting sefve^ servers and being capable of transmitting requested video 
contents in response to a request from any of video content play terminals 
connected via a network to said at l e ast on e plurality of video content transmitting 
sefve rservers , said video content transmitting method comprising the steps of: 

preparing a table for storing information of a network protocol capable of video 
content transmission between the video content play terminal and the video content 
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transmitting serve r, said table of protocols for facilitating communication for each 
combination of said video content transmitting server and said video content play 
terminal ; and 

selecting a video content transmitting server from the plurality of video content 
transmitting servers based on a protocol determination of the protocols of the table in 
respect of the video content play terminal issuing the reguest t ho r e gu e st i ssu i ng 
t e rm i na l to thereby d e t e rm i n i ng determine the video content transmitting server 
capable of transmitting said video contents to a relevant video content play terminal 
requesting video content transmission, in accordance with said network protocol 
information stored in said table, said table storing a name of each network protocol 
capable of video content transmission between each terminal and each video 
content transmitting server. 

10. (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a video 
content transmitting system having at le ast on e a plurality of video content 
transmitting sefvef -servers and being capable of transmitting requested video 
contents in response to a request from any of video content play terminals 
connected via a network to said at l e ast on e plurality of video content transmitting 
serve fservers , said video content transmitting method comprising the steps of: 

storing information of a network protocol capable of video content 
transmission between the video content plav terminal and the video transmitting 
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server j n a storage device, said storage device including a table of protocols for 
facilitating communication for each combination of server and terminal 

selecting video content transmitting terminals from the plurality of video 
content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination to the p rotocols of the 
table in respect of the reguest issuing terminal; 

managing information of a total available bandwidth for video content 
transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal and each 
video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in use for 
video content transmiss i on: transmission, said managing using information stored in 
a second table indicative of a correlation between each network route, the total 
available bandwidth, and the bandwidth now in use; 

calculating a bandwidth of the network route to be used for transmission of 
requested video contents; and 

determining the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting the 
requested video content play terminal among the plurality of video content 
transmitting servers , in accordance with the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth 
now in use in the second table and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video 
content transmission determined by said bandwidth calculation^ 

wh o r ei n said bandw i dth i nformation managing m e ans inc l ud e s a tabl e stor i ng 
i nformat i on ind i cat i v o of a r e lation b e tween e ach network routo, tho total ava il ab le 
bandw i dth and th e bandwidth now in us e . 
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1 1 . (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a video 
content transmitting system having at le ast on e a plurality of video content 
transmitting servef -servers and being capable of transmitting requested video 
contents in response to a request by-from any of video content play terminals 
connected via a network to the -said plurality of video content transmitting 
sefve rservers , said video content transmitting method comprising the steps of: 

preparing a table for storing information of a network protocol usable for video 
content transmission between the video content play terminal and the video content 
transmitting sefvef fserver, said table of protocols for facilitating communication for 
each combination of video content transmitting server and video content play 
terminal, 

managing information of a total available bandwidth for video content 
transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal and each 
video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in use for 
video content transmission; 

calculating a bandwidth of the network route to be used for transmission of a 
requested video contents; and 

d e t e rm i n i ng selecting a video content transmitting terminal from the plurality of 
video content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination to the protocols 
of the table in respect of the reouest issuing terminal to thereby determine the video 
content transmitting server capable of transmitting the requested video contents to 
the requested video content play terminal, in accordance with the stored network 
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protocol information and/or in accordance with the total available bandwidth, the 
bandwidth now in use and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video content 
transmission, said table storing a name of each network protocol capable of video 
content transmission between each terminal and each video content transmitting 
server. 

12. (previously presented) A video content transmitting method according to 
claim 11, wherein said table for storing information of a network protocol usable for 
video content transmission between the video content play terminal and the video 
content transmitting terminal can select a network protocol in accordance with the 
request by the video content play terminal and a network infrastructure. 

13. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 7, wherein said network information storing means includes a table storing a 
name of each network protocol capable of video content transmission between each 
terminal and each video content transmitting server, 

wherein said bandwidth information managing means includes a table storing 
information indicative of a relation between each network route, the total available 
bandwidth and the bandwidth now in use. 
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